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Abstract 
The Asia Pacific region has been characterized with a rapidly expanding economy but at the same time increasing 
poverty and population which has created pressures on its limited resource base. Sustainable Consumption and 
Production (SCP) is a long-term strategy for sustainable development, as recognized in various United Nations Head 
of States meetings.  This paper looks at the development of Sustainable Consumption and Production in the Asia 
Pacific region.  It looks at the main stakeholders and regional initiatives within the region, outcomes of regional 
consultations through the platform of the Asia Pacific Roundtable for Sustainable Consumption and Production, 
analyzes the role of various National Cleaner Production Centres, describes national roundtables and their strategies 
and plans, reviews progress made since the Marrakech Process was launched in 2003, and identifies policy options 
for further development. 
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Introduction 
 
Asia and the Pacific is a region that has been a concurrence coincidence of rapidly expanding 
economies, poverty and substantial consumption pressures, as well as a natural resource base that is more 
limited than in any other in per capita terms.  As such, among all the global regions, Asia and the Pacific 
needs to focus on human needs and improving well-being with the lowest possible ecological cost. With 
3.9 billion or two thirds of global population, 1.5 times of global population density, and the most limited 
access to natural resource per capita, the Asia and Pacific region, needs more than ever to revive cultural 
values and traditions fostering efficient, cleaner and more thoughtful use of scarce natural wealth for the 
well-being of all (UNESCAP, 2008).  
 
An Overview of Main Stakeholders and Regional Initiatives 
 
The Marrakech Process was launched in 2003 and is a global multi-stakeholder process to support 
implementation of Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) and for the elaboration of a 10-Year 
Framework of Programmes in SCP (Figure 1). The first meeting devoted to developing the 10-YFP took 
place in Marrakech, Morocco in June 2003, hence the name (UNDESA; UNEP, 2009). UNEP & 
UNDESA are serving as the Secretariat to coordinate this global process, with an active participation of 
national governments, development agencies, UN-Inter Agency Network, and major groups.  The process 
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uses bottom up approach aided by the International Panel for Sustainable Resource Management: regional 
consultations for awareness, and programmes to develop SCP tools & methodologies. 
 
 
Figure 1: 10-Year Framework of Programme in SCP (10YFP)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Different stakeholders have different roles and some of them may not even be aware of their impact on 
production and consumption patterns in society. For example, in Australia different multi stakeholders at 
companies and governments are involved in energy efficiency and reduction of greenhouse gas emission 
(DECC, 2009). While there are significant differences between countries, there are also discernible trends 
at sub-regional and regional level. Regionally, national and local governments are clearly rated as the 
most important stakeholders, followed by business and industry stakeholders. It seems like SCP to a large 
extent is seen as a government responsibility, with industry associations and business organizations as 
important partners. 
 
Outcomes on Regional Consultations on SCP 
 
The Roundtable on SCP at Asia in the years received several key concerns on the SCP issue, which 
includes (i) demand for green consumerism depending on the economic stage of the country in the region, 
(ii) technical knowledge on life cycle analysis, and (iii) development of relevant national policies 
supporting SCP in business.   
Priority issues identified for the region include energy, transport/mobility, waste, and water.  Priority 
programmes and tools identified include; National SCP action plans/programmes, finance and economic 
framework for SCP, sustainable procurement, sustainable products and services, education and 
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information on SCP and sustainable lifestyles, enhancing business competitiveness through SCP, urban 
and rural development, and poverty alleviation (a cross-cutting issues).  
Tools used in SCP have been divided into three sub-groups: tools aimed at providing information about 
the products to the consumers (Consumer Product Information); tools aimed at increasing the awareness 
of consumers, so as to enable them to use and respond to consumer product information provided 
(Consumer Awareness) and; systematic tools that aim to support Sustainable Consumption behaviour, 
either directly, e.g., through waste recycling schemes, or indirectly, e.g., through Life Cycle Approach 
(Consumption Systems). 
 
The National Cleaner Production Centres 
 
Currently, there are national cleaner production centres (NCPC) and provincial cleaner production (CP) 
centres in most countries in Asia Pacific.  These centres contribute to the national policies on sustainable 
production, implement sustainable production operations, and in some countries they shape the financial 
initiative, management system, and corporate social responsibilities of the industry. 
Compared to Sustainable Consumption, tools and initiatives related to Sustainable Production are 
found in most countries to be more advanced.  Cleaner productions tools and initiatives, including case 
studies, human capacity, legislation and CP networks, receive a significantly higher rating across the 
region. This is most likely the result of a concerted international effort to build CP capacity in the region 
over the last two decades, e.g. UNEP-UNIDO NCPC Network. The National Cleaner Production Centres 
are also playing an important role in this regard. It can be noted that countries with National Cleaner 
Production Centres have progressed further in the adoption of CP. The CP concept has also achieved a 
level of maturity in the region where lessons learned from earlier efforts have been taken into account in 
later CP programmes, thereby adapting the approach to realities in the local context. 
Examples of NCPC work include the Korean NCPC has been developing technologies of recovering 
acid and recycling process-water from wastewaters and in China, the NCPC and regional CPCs in 
coordination with Ministry of Environment Protection (MEP) on CP, formulate policy and management 
methods and conduct several pilot projects of cleaner production audit, e.g. pulp and paper making 
industry. Sub-regional cooperation is very strong among Southeast Asian CPCs, such as India, Laos, 
Vietnam, Thailand, and Cambodia.  They have gone beyond their industry advice but had strengthened 
the management capability as well as inviting participation from the financial sector of the society to 
support the implementing firms. 
 
National SCP Roundtables and National SCP Strategies/Plans 
 
National roundtables were held in China, India, and the Philippines to discuss the priorities and 
progress of implementation of SCP in the region.  Marrakech Process meetings were also conducted in 
India and China to increase the countries’ involvement in SCP.   National strategies and plans are also 
being put to place to promote SCP in the various sectors of society such as the passing of new legislation 
in some countries in the region providing targets, policies, regulations and support frameworks for energy 
efficiency actions; and eco-label and green public procurement. 
Developing countries such as India and China are beginning to implement Waste Electrical and 
Electronic Equipment (WEEE) regulations (AIT, 2007).  Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in India 
are being targeted by central and state pollution control boards as they are responsible for 70% of the total 
industrial pollution load nationwide. To increase its compliance a whole regulatory package should 
include a comprehensive inventory, simplified monitoring procedures, environmental awareness, and 
technical and financial assistance programs (ADB & IGES, 2008). The government of Hong Kong, China 
has been implementing energy audit programs in its buildings since 1993 and had been performed in 224 
major government energy- consuming (AECEN 2006).  In Southeast Asia, Malaysia established the 
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efficiency improvement project (MIEEIP) targeting over 700 industrial sites in eight industrial sectors 
(PTM, 2003). 
 
Progress Review 
 
There is significant progress in promoting and implementing SCP in the region.  However, the 
progress is dependent on the economic stage of the country.  Northeast Asia leads in the promotion and 
practice of SCP with high stakeholder involvement and an excellent energy efficiency and resource use 
performance.  There is a continuous effort for knowledge transfer, private-public partnership and market 
instruments.  It is the government that leads the greening of the economy and it is the private industry that 
is greening the process. The private sector contributes in sustainability reporting and investments. 
Southeast Asia has good involvement of stakeholders in SCP consultations.  There is a strong presence 
of NCPC with cooperation among NCPC’s of different countries forming a strong network and 
knowledge sharing.  There is a slowdown in technological advance and full disbursement of CP tools to 
the SME’s, lack of green consumerism, and a lack of dual market pull and technological push.  Both 
government and industry share almost equal roles in the greening of the industry and SCP efforts.     
The South Asia region has a strong presence of NCPC’s and has significantly progressed in the 
planning and operational domain with stakeholders that are extraordinarily proactive.  In the micro-level, 
resource management subject to technological constraints have been efficient.  The countries are also 
planning to achieve better waste management through progressive policies and plans. 
The impact of sea level rise due to climate change and the adaption of strategies in the South Pacific 
countries would very much call for more sub regional interests, which would naturally be followed by 
government strategies in energy efficiency, support for renewable energy development, and development 
of a strong green consumerism.  Australia and New Zealand has been leading together with Northeast 
Asia. 
 
Outlining Policy Options for SCP in the Asia Pacific Region 
 
Policy options for SCP in Asia-Pacific include:  
 
x Green public procurement: Public green procurement can be launched as both regulatory and market-
based instruments in many economies wherein the public procurement dominates the entire 
commodity market.  With the public sector taking the lead, it will generate a strong follower effect by 
the private sector and make responsible purchasing mandatory for all public authorities. 
 
x Identification of clear sustainability targets: Clear sustainability targets with indicators (e.g., resource 
use intensity, emissions, green public procurement, and products) should be identified at both at the 
national and local levels. Enforced with models and examples, these targets should be properly 
communicated and identified to the stakeholders.   
 
x Investment towards green economies: There is a need to translate the policies, programmes, and 
initiatives of the public and private sector into public and private investments in green technology. 
The objective is to create a momentum for investors and to emphasize to them that investments in 
green technology are the most viable option for sustainable economic growth in Asia and the Pacific. 
 
x Promotion of behavioural change in consumption patterns: There is a need to promote sustainable 
consumption patterns for individual, corporate, and public consumption decisions. 
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x Development of appropriate resource pricing tools and instruments: Concrete steps should be made 
to ‘get the prices right’ at the right time by developing and implementing a range of economic 
instruments to ensure that the ecological consequences of using natural resources and pollution are 
reflected in the prices. 
 
x Capacity building: The need for capacity building in terms of human capability, technology 
knowhow, leapfrogging options should be prioritized. 
 
x Subregional cooperation and benchmarking: In view of the similarities and interdependence of many 
economies belonging to the same subregion, simplification and benchmarking benefits could be 
easily harvested through strengthened subregional cooperation in the area of SCP.   
 
x Development of more SCP-focused strategies: The SCP efforts that have evolved still need to be 
streamlined into the main focus of many economies in the region. A comprehensive strategic and 
policy approach to achieve greater resource efficiency is necessary and urgent.  It is also important to 
integrate industrial firms, networks or chains of firms, eco-industrial parks, and regional 
infrastructure in a broad system to support resource optimization. There is a need to incorporate long-
term sustainable development principles into short-term interventions. In this way, infrastructure 
investment and economic stimulus policies would avoid locking economies into a wasteful 
consumption pattern in the future. (65th Session of Economic and Social Commission For Asia And 
The Pacific, Apr 2009) 
 
x Empowerment of civil society: Government should encourage and empower the civil society and 
industry in the promotion and implementation of SCP. 
 
x Operationalization of database and clearinghouse for indigenous technology: Both UN ESCAP and 
UNEP IETC have spearheaded data gathering of EST and indigenous technology documentation and 
with knowledge-sharing could be an asset to the region.  There is a need to expedite the 
dissemination and operationalization of these strategic initiatives. 
 
An experts’ roundtable held on 12 September 2009 in Manila discussed the 3rd Public draft on the 
proposed input to CSD18 and 19 on a 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption 
and Production (10YFP on SCP).  This focused on the diagram of the 10YFP, as well as the mapping tool 
and definition of SCP. There was a widespread support to the lifecycle perspective as a fundamental 
concept defining and structuring 10YFP; however, some observed that there was too much focus on 
products and companies rather than on services.   It has also been agreed that no single definition of SCP 
comprehensively describes it because of regional and national differences. 
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